
 

 

From The President’s Desk……. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello everyone!! 
 
Well, looks like Fall is arriving in N Carolina, winds picking up, leaves turning 
and more rain. Sort of melancholy time of year for me. I like spring better…..
but I'm also a morning person <S> 
 
Congratulations on all the new titles for our wonderful poodles!! Looking 

forward to lots of pictures in the newsletter 
 
UKC sure has given us a wonderful venue. Five years ago the Top Ten wasn't 
even filled, now it's competitive ….woo whooo!!! better competition yields  

better quality dogs …..YEAH!!! 
 
And did anyone notice that AKC is now considering offering a Grand  

Champion title??? hmmmm 
 
I will be gone from Sept 2-8th and then again Sept 17-20. Will have my cell 
phone (hope it works in S Dakota) 828 421-5708. will try to get computer  

access each day too. 

 
Parti On!!! 

 

Gloria 
gogdahl@verizon.net 
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NO NEW MEMBERS…….for August  
 
 
 

 
********************************************* 

 

CLUB NEWS……… 
 
 

MCPCA is making plans for  it’s  
 

2010 Poodle Breeds Specialty Show.   
 

Any members interested in being involved  
in the planning of this special event  

and helping out at the specialty should contact  
club president……… 

 
Gloria Ogdahl  
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W E B S I T E  A D D R E S S  

 

www.multicoloredpoodleclubofamerica.org 
 

SEE YOU THERE !!!! 
 

Send all photos and updates 
to 

Jacqui Mcleay 
 

kirada1@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
Next Meeting 

-Monday- 
September 14, 2009 

9:00 p.m.  EST 

From around the globe 
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 Member Spotlight …. 
 

For this month’s Member Spotlight we travel south to South Carolina which is  
nicknamed the Palmetto State, because of the tree of that name which grows there.   This 
area of colonial plantations, historic towns and war sites, white sand beaches and rugged 
mountain beauty is home to MCPCA member, Ann Addison  of Argenta Toy Poodles.  
Ann lives just outside the city limits of Columbia, SC, which is the capital city of the 
state. 
 
Ann describes her home and life in this way….. “ My husband died 8 years ago so I’m a 
widow and live alone. Of course I’m never alone with 7 toy poodles and now three little 
puppies.  I am retired from teaching high school chemistry. 
 

Back in 1966 my late husband brought home a dirty puppy mill toy poodle. I named her 
Winnie the Poo. She was a silver/white phantom. I know that now but had no clue then. 
She was a wonderful dog and lived to be 17 years old. She had 5 litters and none of her 
puppies were parti colored.  
 

We kept two of the puppies and named them Taffy and Nuggette. Nuggette went blind 
and we didn’t know it until after Winnie had to be put to sleep. Taffy died of jaw cancer. I 
was absolutely crazy when I lost Nuggette so I contacted a reputable breeder and found a 
silver tiny toy and named him Linus. Linus had heart problems and seizures. He only lived 
to be 9 years old and I was super crazy when he died of a heart problem.   
 

I then searched and found a male silver puppy from a 
breeder that had bred to an AKC champion. I named the 
puppy Addison’s Silver Beasley. He is now 14 1/2 years 
old.  
 
I had never been to a dog show so was interested when I 
met a person at a local dog show and she had wonderful 
things to say of my Beasley who was 4 months old at that 
time. She took him to Dennis McCoy who told me I had to 
show Beasley.  I learned how to groom and a bit about 
showing and put 9 points on Beasley myself. I eventually 
put him with Kay Palade and she finished him. 
 

 
I then searched to find a 
bitch and found my Tillie who is no 
longer with me. Tillie was bred to 
an AKC champion, not Beasley, 
and produced my CH Argenta Maxed Out Visa....... 
who is a UKC Grand Champion now.  Max produced two 
bitches that I now have. These are the girls that are mothers 
to my present puppies.  
 

I only have Toy poodles.  Six are solid and one is a multi. I 
am an owner breeder exhibitor.  My kennel name…..
ARGENTA............ Is from the latin word for silver 
“Argentum” As a chemistry teacher I knew the symbol and 
latin name for the element silver. 
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Beasley winning  
2 points with me  

showing him. 

Here is Max, the UKC Grand Champion and grandfather of #1 and #2 in the UKC rankings 

 

 

 

 
Next Month’s  

Member Spotlight  
will introduce  
Diane Welsh 

 

 

              ©MCPCA 2009 



 

 Member Spotlight con’t…. 
 
I have several friends that had multi’s and one night while sitting at home, I said to myself……………….. 
 

“You need a little excitement in your life”.. Get a parti poodle!” 
 

I searched for a silver/white mainly because my others were either silver or blue.  I found a wonderful breeder, 
Ronnie Benware, she trusted me with BENROYAL’S TEXAS TYCOON --- JR, who just became a UKC  
Champion in March.”.  Here is JR, my parti who was Mr. January on the calendar this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When asked about her reasons for joining MCPCA Ann explains….. “ I felt that I could learn more about Parti’s and 
make more friends in the dog world.  I’m 73 years old so I don’t have many future goals.” However Ann manages to 
achieve quite allot with her poodles in the show ring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In conclusion Ann relates…… “I enjoy my poodles.  They love me and keep me company as I study my Bible each 
morning.  I am very active in my church. I teach Sunday School to adults my own age;  …… “ I keep the prayer list 
for our church and send out prayer request emails to the people who have signed up to receive them. I’m one of those 
three times a week Baptist. Sunday morning; Sunday night; and Wednesday night. I’ve also been treasurer of the 
UPBA for the lasts 3 years.  
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Jr’s Championship 
photo. 

Here is my latest  
AKC Champion  

CH Argenta Blue Bentley 
 

He finished this last  
February. 
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 Litter News …. 
 

from…….. Gina and Lina Wainiola of  
                         RiversEdge/Mozaic Standard Poodles 

 

http://www.jackpine.com/~riversedgefarm 
 

 

New Litter Announcement 
Maverick & Josie 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*************************************************** ****** 
 

from……..…….. Gloria Ogdahl of Tintlet Poodles  
 

www.tintlet.com 

 
 

GRCH Tintlet Namaste Kitchel  
&  

AKC/UKC CH Tintlet Wisecracking Gambler  
 

are the proud parents of 2 big blue/silver girls born August 17,2009.  
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Please remember to 

share your litter news,
health testing brags 
and show news with 

us. 
 

7 girls and 5 boys 
With 7 partis 
and 5 solid. 

Born  
August  11, 2009  
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 Litter News …. 
 

 
from……..Brenda Mellilo of Faery Dae Poodles 

 
On Aug 16, 2009……...  

 
4 little ones were born to……. 

  
Faery Dae's Sunridge Repeat ...Athena  

 

&  
 

Faery Dae's Beau Jangles... Beau. 
  

There were 3 black/blue abstract males and 1 female who is also an abstract. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*************************************************** ******** 

 
 

from……..Sara Gessner of JC Pioneer & Y Not Miniatures 
 
 

Phuket and Hewie  puppies are growing fast…….. 
 

 

My babies turned 5 wks today…. so we did up some pictures…. too cute if you ask me.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Check out my web page to watch these little fella's grow. WWW.partipoodle.org  
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Please remember to 

share your litter news,
health testing brags 
and show news with 

us. 
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Show News and Breeder Brags…… 
 

  
UKC SHOWS…….. 
 

from Gina & Lina Wainiola 
 
We have two new UKC Champions 
 

Our home bred blue parti-factored girl,  
“Ref Mozaic Shimmer N Blu Velvet   

is now a UKC Champion. 
 

Velvet attended the Kalamazoo K9 Fanciers 
show on July 31 and August 1, 2009 

 She earned two Best Females and a BOB 
over a Grand Ch. dog to finish her  

Championship. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Red Abstract girl,  

“Roquey’s L’Amour Roux RN   
aka Queyla is now a  
UKC Champion.   

 
Queyla earned two BOB’s for Multis and  
a hard earned 4th in the Gun Dog Group 
out of eleven other breeds represented. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Solid Apricot girl, Raquel, 
“Rivers Edge Raquel La Rouge” 

was shown to a Reserve Best Female placement 
In Show #1 on Saturday morning. 

She has been out of the show ring for over a year  
regrowing hair and recovering from a tear in her ear 
flap that occurred when she was up in Canada to be 

shown. 
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Please remember to 
share your  litter news 
and show brags with 

us. 
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Show News and Breeder Brags…. 

CKC News from Canada 

  
Mercedes (Paisley's Dearly Beloved) now has her CD.  
 
Her owner has only been trialing her for a couple months. It is his first dog in 
the OB ring in quite a few years. He's definitely been bitten by the OB bug.  
 
Mercedes is Paisley and Jules sister from Loca's 1st litter.  
 
The entire litter now has performance titles! 
 
Congrats to Andy and Mercedes !!! 
 
Cilla and the gang Cilla and the gang Cilla and the gang Cilla and the gang  
Home of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodles 
 

*************************************************** *** 
 

UKC News from Canada 
 
from Cilla and the gang Cilla and the gang Cilla and the gang Cilla and the gang …………. 
 
Home of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodles 
 
Jules (UKC CKC Ch RO1 Paisley's Lets Get Nuts 
CD RA ) got a TOTAL Dog Award –He qualified 
in Novice Obedience and took a Group 2nd. His 
mommy Pat is SO HAPPY with that ribbon !!!!
LOL  
 

Dory is now UKC Ch Paisley's I Truely Adore 
You PCD RN  -He finished with a Group 4th. 
  
Rumor got his RO2 title and placed either 2nd or 
3rd in group all weekend .  
 
Loca was only on Sunday…..(I didnt want to take away from Dory's points and 
Ch ) She took a group 2nd and 3rd. 
 
Spur went into the Junior handling ring with my friend’s 8 yr old granddaughter 
on Saturday and they both looked so darn cute! We also had her handle him for 
the Breed on Sunday.  
 
Lots of nice people and the club did a great job for their 1st show. 
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Please remember to 
share  your show 

brags with us. 
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Show News and Breeder Brags…. 

UKC News  

 from Brenda Mellilo…….. 
 

“Faery Dae's Penny Candy”  
has received her  

UKC Champion papers. 
She is a half sister to Reno below. 

 
 

*************************************************** ***  
UKC News  
 

from Michelle Golding 
 

www.Sandpiperkennel.homestead.com_ 
 

Show news from the August 1st. & 2nd. 2009 shows in Winston-Salem, NC 
 
 
 

My Sandpipers Bonnie Blue  
got a Group 2nd. on Saturday.   

Also a Best of Breed  
&  

a Best of Winners. 
 

 
 
 
 

Her son Reno, however, won his class (puppy) and won 3 Best of Breeds, 3 
Best/Male, 3 Best of Winners, and 2 of those times he beat out his Mother,  
Bonnie Blue!   He earned 105  competition points and won 3 times under 3 dif-
ferent judges to become a Champion !  

 
 
 
 

He is now officially  
UKC Champion 

 Sandpipers The Dealer Takes All.   
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Please remember to 
share  your show 

brags with us. 
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Show News and Breeder Brags…. 

UKC News  

from Maggie Laney…….. 

Nor Cal APBT Club UKC Shows …………...Aug 29, 2009 

"Candy" Highfalutin' Hard Candy Kisses (AKC Ch. Feldspar Midnight Oil x 
AKC/UKC/CAN/INTL Ch Vetset Highfalutin' Has It All) took Best Novice 
Puppy in Breed (3 in her Class) and went on to win Reserve Best Puppy In 
Show in a beautiful line up of 6 or 7 pups (I think all Groups were represented..) 
She is just 4 1/2 months old and this was her first show. 
 

Aug 30, 2009……"Reese" Highfalutin' Hot Commodity (Candy's full brother) 
topped his sister's nice win of the day before and took Best Puppy In Show! 
I entered them on separate days so I would be able to work with each of them 
easily. They were amazing, have their Mom's rock solid temperament, and both 
had a great time! It was almost 100* on Saturday and about 92* on Sunday. 
They were such troopers! 
 

"Echo" Arrowhead's Highfalutin' Dream, finally figured things out and took 
the breed (over 3 Champion entries) and went onto win Reserve Best In Show in 
a beautiful line up with some Top Ten dogs in it! It was her first weekend out 
and we got tons of nice compliments. The Judge who put her up is one of the 
most highly respected UKC judges out here (Dennis Blickenstaff) so it was a 
very nice win in many ways! Echo is co owned with Cindy Erickson.  Echo, is 
my Sable Phantom girl, It was her first weekend out and she had a tough start,  
allot to see and smell for a young puppy! Echo turned 7 months old on Friday.  

 

The shows were small but we had some good competition in many breeds. 
.  
 

. 
 

 
 
 

*********************************************** 
 

New Additions……... 
     

from Gloria Ogdahl of Tintlet Poodles 
 
 

Kachina..or Ka-Ching as Kelsey calls her..lol 
 

Hoppi Indian Blue Star 
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Please remember to 
share  your show 

brags with us  
and new additions. 
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Health Testing Brags……. 
 
from  Gina & Lina Wainiolafrom  Gina & Lina Wainiolafrom  Gina & Lina Wainiolafrom  Gina & Lina Wainiola    
  
REF MOZAIC SHIMMER N BLU VELVET 
REF MOZAIC JOSETTE SILK N STYLE 
MINARETS REF TIARA DEL SOL 
RIVERS EDGE RAQUEL LA ROUGE 
MOZAIC SAY I’M UNIQUE 
 
All were certified  Legg –Calve Perthes NORMAL  
 

************************************************** 
 

from Cilla and the gang from Cilla and the gang from Cilla and the gang from Cilla and the gang  
Home of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodlesHome of Paisley poodles 
 

Dory -RO1 UKC Ch Paisley's I Truely Adore You PCD 
 

He passed his CERF and his Knees have been deemed "Normal" 
 
 

*************************************************** ******** 
 

In Loving Memory of………. 
 

Champion Maderia Truckin' With Glo-Mar "   
 

aka “ Trucker"  
to all his friends & family 

passed over to Rainbow Bridge.  
 

Born 12/5/1994 passed over 8/20/2009 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May he always get to play in the sun !  

We love you son !  
 

Michelle Golding  
www.Sandpiperkennel.homestead.com  
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Please remember to 
share your health 
testing brags and 

special 
rememberance 

tributes 
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Cording the Poodle, Part Three ……by Sara Gessner 
    
This month the Parti Line will conclude an article series explaining the cord-
ing process. Part Three concludes below………. 
 

Questions and Answers with Karri of “Moondance poodles” and Heather of 
“Janavon Poodles”. 
 
Q. Winston’s coat is matting up nicely and I am splitting the matts up to nice 
size pieces with my fingers, but sometimes I have to cut the matts into 2 
pieces because they get too fat/big, is this ok to do this? 
 
A. Definitely, yes. Really the splits between the 
cords (matts!) should occur in their own natural 
places on the skin. You know how unbrushed hair 
naturally forms little clumps and peaks? Those are 
the natural divisions between the cords, and will 
form IN THE SAME PLACES on the skin every time 
they are bathed or groomed away, even on a 
brushed dog, or even on our own heads! Some 
cords will end up thicker than others, and you will 
probably also get some that are very thin and will 
eventually break off. But when you have one that 
is too thick, yes, I would cut it to form two more 
manageably sized cords. Make the division at the 
skin with a scissor-blade, lift away from the skin 
until you reach resistance, and cut. If you divide 
too far away from the skin you will get some hairs 
crossing over and the division will never really be 
satisfactory. You really need a mini-parting at the 
roots so that all the hairs in each cord are growing from their own cord’s lit-
tle patch of skin and not crossing over from the other one. You should AL-
WAYS be able to see clear skin between every cord when grooming. 
 

Q. After the matting is away from the skin, do I just let it go and monitor the 
growth and make sure the hair does not tangle with a neighbor mat/start 
cord? 
 
A. Yes, this is where your grooming comes in. The more often you can 
groom, the better and neater and more even the cords will result, and you 
will minimize the amount of loose dead hair down the outsides of the cords. 
Your grooming technique should consist of taking each ‘matt’ and splitting it 
down to the skin from all its neighbors. The best way is to lay Winston on 
his side, and start in at a shaven section, such as the face, or the rump, or 
the feet, or the belly. Push all the cords away from you and off the skin. Pick 
up the first cord with your fingers, and lay it towards you over the shaven 
skin. Check that the roots have disentangled from all the other cords. Do the 
same in turn for all the other cords, and you will, as when brushing, find 
that a parting forms between the groomed and ungroomed parts that then 
advances over the whole dog.  It is very useful if you can learn from the 
start to work with either hand, one to hold the cords back and the other to 
draw the next cord forwards, as you will probably work from left to right on 
one side of the dog and right to left on the other. 
 
Q. Does the hair just start cording/curling and the tip stays matted or does 
it stay like a matt the entire way down. I was looking closer at Lennie and 
Tasha's pictures and the cords looks matted all the way down and yet some 
look like a ringlet curl the whole way down.                                                                                              
 
                                                                                                               Continued on next page 
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Please remember to 
share your photos  

and interesting 
activities 
with us. 

 

 
Winston 



 

Cording the Poodle con’t……. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Cords are matted all the way down apart from the last couple of inches next to the skin. They usually 
have little bumps and knobbles at intervals along their length, because they consist of both outer hair and 
undercoat.  Since the outer hair grows more quickly it will form a little C-shapes every so often. This is fine 
and as it should be.  
 

What is to be avoided is loose dead top-coat hair down the outside of the cords. You can scissor this off 
but it does leave the cord a bit bristly and makes it not sit quite so neatly against its neighbors. As I said 
above, the key to avoiding this is frequent grooming, and ensuring that hairs do not cross between cords. 
If any ARE crossing, now is the time to deal with them, as the cords will eventually reach the ground (yes 
they will!) and the hair forming at present be cut off.  
 

Another tip for avoiding that unsightly loose hair is not to rub too vigorously along the spine-parting when 
caressing and petting your dog – though people always do when they make a fuss of Tasha!  
 

Bathing also helps a lot to tighten the cords.   You should groom right through under the dryer if you have 
time. Get the skin dry, you will find that moisture naturally moves outwards down the cord and the dog 
will stay dry under his coat, even if the cords are still wet at the ends.  
 

Bathing and drying a fully-corded dog is a big job, I used to ‘dunk’ Lenny in quite deep water with quite a 
lot of shampoo both in his coat and in the water, and roll him over as it was the only way to get him fully 
wetted. The corded coat is very waterproof! After the first time, when I got wetter than he did, he trusted 
me not to drown him, and was pretty relaxed about it… Rinsing is again quite a wet job!  
 
Q. How did you stop yourself from not shaving your dogs and just go to a brush coat? As a groomer this 
temptation is great. But I want so very badly to have Winston look like your fabulous Lennie. 
(I guessed I just answered that question for myself ::laughs::) 
 
A. Yes I think you did!  
 
** This article is a combination of some of my own information and some that others have shared with me.  

 
I would like to thank Heather Wells of “Jonovans Poodles” and Karri Bodah of “Moondance Poodles” for  

consenting to let me share with you.** 
 

Sara Gessner 
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Some fun summer photos and tips to help us be safe and enjoy the season…….       
 
 
 
from Maryanne Beauchene……... 
 
 

Always wear a hat  
when going out for some  

fun in the sun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
from Charlene Dunlap…….. 
 

 Remember to capture  
your fun on film.  

 
After going to town, the Poodles and I were on our way 
home when we saw a turtle trying to cross the road.  
Since there had been lumber trucks whizzing back and 
forth on this road all day, I feared for her safety.  
I stopped, picked up the turtle, and took her home with 
us where I put her in an open field next to one of our 
fenced yards. Just before I did though, I took her pic-
ture. She's quite lovely!  
 
Here, Jyah looks like he's licking her head; however, 
he's actually about 18-inches away.  
 
 
 
From Donna Kaplan…….. 

 
 

Activities are  
enjoyed best when  

shared with friends. 
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Some Summer tips to help us enjoy the season…….       
 
from Jacqui Mcleay……... 
 
 

Always try to  
set aside  

some time  
to smell the  

roses/flowers. 
 
 

Sisco's It's Now Or Never - aka Tia  
to her friends….. enjoying a  

Sunday afternoon in Australia 

 
 
 
 
 

Until next year….. 
 

 

Remember  
Summer  

is the season 
for enjoying  

the sun,  
the fun  
and the  

company  
of 

good  
friends! 

 
 

 
 

Hope everyone has taken some time to enjoy their summer…...MCPCA Parti Line Newsletter staff 

The Parti Line                                                                                                                                                                      Page 15 



 

The Fading Gene in Poodle Color Genetics…. 
 
Researched by Maryann Beauchene…..VBG  

 
UPDATE AUGUST 09…….I have documented proof of the red and blue  

July 4th color genes fading to baby pink and baby blue.  
(Thank God!). See pictures below.     

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

P O O D E L I C I O U S  T R E A T S … … .   
 

INGREDIENTS 
• 2 1/2 cups whole wheat flour or rice flour 
• 1/2 cup powdered milk  
• 1 teaspoon garlic powder  
• 1 tablespoon wheat germ  
• 1 teaspoon beef bouillon granules  
• 1/3 cup bacon grease  
• 1 egg  
• 1/2 cup ice water  

 

DIRECTIONS 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).  
 
In a medium bowl, stir together the whole wheat flour, powdered milk, garlic powder, wheat germ an 
beef bouillon granules. Stir in the bacon grease and egg. Add ice water 1 tablespoon at a time until dough 
is wet enough to stick together. On a lightly floured surface, roll the dough out to 1/2 inch thickness and 
cut with cookie cutters. Place biscuits 1 inch apart onto an ungreased baking sheet.  
 
Bake for 25 to 30 minutes in the preheated oven, until firm. Cool before serving.  
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  http://multicoloredpoodleclubofamerica.org/index.html 

P R A C T I C A L  P O O D L E  P O S T S C R I P T  
Giardia in Dogs  ……….. Prepared by:  Murray J. Kennedy  Food Safety Division  04/01/1M 
 
Giardia spp. are parasitic protozoans (single celled organisms) found in the intestines of many ani-
mals, including dogs. This microscopic parasite clings to the surface of the intestine or floats free in 
the mucous lining the intestine. The prevalence of Giardia in dogs of Alberta is not known. However, 
rates of 5 to 10 per cent have been suggested. This level is consistent with those reported in sur-
veys from the United States and many other countries. 
 

Life cycle of Giardia 
Giardia occurs in two forms: 
• a motile feeding stage that lives in the intestine 
• a non-motile cyst stage that passes in the feces 
 

Encystment occurs as the parasite travels to the large intestine. The cysts are fairly resistant and 
can survive for several months as long as sufficient moisture is provided.  Mature cysts are usually 
found in the feces of infected animals.  Animals become infected by ingesting cysts. These cysts 
break open in the intestine to release the motile feeding stage (trophozoite). Giardia increase their 
numbers by each organism dividing in half repeatedly by a process called binary fission. 
 

Species of Giardia  
Species of Giardia are morphologically similar. It was customary to give each Giardia a different 
name when it was found in a new host. For example, the Giardia in dogs was called Giardia canis, 
in cattle, Giardia bovis, and so on.  Today, scientists believe that few species occur, and each spe-
cies can infect more than one host. However, more research is needed on identifying each species 
and determining the hosts they can infect. 
 

How do dogs get Giardia ?  
Giardia is transmitted from host to host by ingesting cysts in contaminated feed or drinking water. 
Cysts may also be found in streams or other water sources.  The trophozoite stage may also be in-
fective to dogs. This stage does not survive for very long after being voided in the feces. Therefore, 
it probably does not contribute significantly to the transmission of Giardia. 
 

Can people get Giardia from dogs?  
Giardia can infect humans. The clinical signs are similar to those reported for dogs. We do not know 
the significance companion animals serve as a source of infection for humans. Until it has been 
proven otherwise, we should assume that Giardia can be transmitted from one animal to another 
and from other animals to humans. 
 

What harm does Giardia do to dogs? 
The significance of Giardia in dogs is still not certain.  Although Giardia has been reported from 
dogs with diarrhea and dysentery, it has also been reported in apparently healthy dogs.  Clinical 
signs usually occur in dogs less than one year of age. But giardiasis may also occur in older dogs, 
or in animals suffering from other diseases or those undergoing 
chemotherapy. 
 

How to know when a dog has Giardia  
Clinical signs range from none in asymptomatic carriers, to mild recurring diarrhea consisting of soft, 
light-colored stools to acute explosive diarrhea in severe cases.  Other signs associated with giardi-
asis are weight loss, listlessness, mucus in the stool and anorexia. These signs are also associated 
with other diseases of the intestinal tract and are not specific to giardiasis. 
 

How to be sure a dog has Giardia 
Diagnosis is confirmed by finding the cysts or motile stages in feces. A negative report does not rule 
out Giardia.  Because cysts are only passed periodically, several fecal examinations may be neces-
sary to diagnoses this parasite.  At least three fecal samples, examined over a period of 
seven to ten days, should be examined. 
 
How to treat a dog for Giardia  
There are two antiprotozoal drugs commonly recommended (metronidazole and quinacrine). Con-
tact your veterinarian for the drug of choice and treatment program. All infected animals should be 
treated whether or not they show clinical signs. 
 
 

“The source of the materials is http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca. The use of these materials by MCPCA is 
done without any affiliation with or endorsement by the Government of Alberta. Reliance upon MCPCA’s use 
of these materials is at the risk of the end user.”  
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