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Hello!!! 
 
Congratulations to everyone that attended UKC Premier! We didn't get to  
attend this year, but sure wished we could. Each year seems to draw a  
bigger entry of Poodles and Std Poodles. 
 
Which brings me to MCPCA's Specialty show in 2010!! we need to be hiring a  
judge and also setting up our show committee. Send me or one of the board  
members your choices of Judges. Please give details as why you think they're  
a good judge. 
 
There is money available to pay for travel for the right person :-)))) 
 
here it is July, and its HOT,HOT, HOT!! please use extra caution with all  
living things. Double the available water and be sure to wash out the  
buckets at least twice a day. Poodles also love wading pools!! 
 
On a personal level, my hubby is out of the hospital and on the mend:-) 
All he wanted was for them to let his poodle, Ivy, come sleep on his bed.  
But they said it was against the rules..BahHumbug!!! 
 
Gloria Ogdahl 
gogdahl@verizon.net 
www.tintlet.com 
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Newsletter Staff 
 

Lina Wainiola 
Judy Schmidt 

Gina K Wainiola 
Jennifer Girard 

Maryann Beauchene 
Gloria Ogdahl 

Patty Reid 
Michelle Golding 

Ruth Parulis 
____________________ 

 
Each member of the 

Staff is  assigned 
responsibility for specific 

content and news 
articles. 
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No new members for June. 
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MCPCA will soon begin making plans for  it’s  
 

2010 Poodle Breeds Specialty Show.   
 

Any members interested in being involved  
in the planning of this special event  

and helping out at the specialty should contact  
club president……… 

 
Gloria Ogdahl  
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www.multicoloredpoodleclubofamerica.org 
 

SEE YOU THERE !!!! 
 

Send all photos and updates 
to 

Jacqui Mcleay 
 

jacqui@kiradapoodles.com�
�
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From around the globe 
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For this month’s Member Spotlight we travel to Butler, 
Alabama.  It is here in an area known as the River Heri-
tage Region”, that we meet Brenda Melillo of  
“Faery Dae Poodles.”   
 

Visitors searching for a huge dose of American history 
need only to visit this part of Alabama with it’s abundant 
collection of museums to learn the story of a great state 
and its people. From the birthplace of Helen Keller to 
birth of the Civil Rights Movement.  Alabama is also rich 
in Native American history...with tribes and traditions of 
Alabama's Native Americans  that live on at many sites 
throughout the state. 
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Brenda’s home is located in an area that has an abundance of forested land, water re-
sources and natural beauty. These things make the area a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts.  
Alabama’s rivers are a great place to enjoy canoeing or rafting and the pristine lakes are 
the ideal place for boating. The state boasts more than one million 
acres of lakes, 1,600 miles of rivers and 53 miles of coastline ready 
for  enjoyment. 
 

Brenda describes her location and life in this 
way….. “Butler, Alabama is located 17 miles east 
of the state line of Mississippi, about midway in 
the state. Our main industries are logging and the 
paper mill Georgia Pacific. I have been married to 
my husband Ted for 38 years, we have 3 children 
and 11 grands and 2 great grands. I have worked 
for H&R Block since 1992 and bought the fran-
chise here in Butler in 1995. Our first year there 
were 2 tax preparers and now we have 5. 
�

Brenda’s explains that her poodle 
family consists in part of……  “2 
TOYS- males, Bing who is cream 
and Zip who is a Black and silver 
phantom. 
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   Brenda, and friends 

Our back yard 

Continued on next page……... 
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MINIS- This is where my fondness lies. I presently have nine MINIS.  (3 males) Toby, an apricot, Norman is white 
and Harley (parti factored) is brown with white scattered through out the brown on his hips. (6 girls) A silver beige 
abstract, Bella. Lucy who is apricot and her 2 daughters Misty and Gypsy black abstracts. Pepper Ann is a tiny black 
girl. The only parti in the pack is Penny who is white and red.  
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I also own two small STANDARDS- a black abstract male (Lucy's son) 
Beau. He is a greatly over sized mini at 21 inches. Also a blue abstract 
female Athena, who is 20 inches. 
 

My first poodle Raphael picked me in Oct 
2006 and at that time I only planned on one 
but we all know how that goes. Michelle 
Golding put a picture of this little brown girl 
up on a group and she took my heart.           

 
 

I show UKC and have really enjoyed it.  My goal is to get my dogs out there so that people 
will get to know us. One long term goal is to raise top quality poodles that will take their  
places in the show ring and the most important loving homes.  
  

I joined this group to learn as much as I can about my breed. There are so many knowledgeable people that I, as a 
breeder, can question so that I can take my dogs to the next level and avoid costly mistakes, not just monetary but 
health wise too.    I'm pretty good at following orders LOL and am willing to help. I can sew and I am currently work-
ing on a quilt for the group to raffle.  Quilting is my hobby. I have several pieces going at one time so I don't get 
bored. Right now I'm piecing 3 and hand quilting 2. I knit, crochet, and do embroidery. I love hand work. I love to 
read and right now I'm enjoying Ted Dekker.” 

 
When asked what she enjoys most about 
her poodles Brenda explained…… “Their 
personalities of course.  I love the way 
they interact with people and each other. 
That they are so smart. It is so cool  
to watch them figure something out even 
when it causes me to beat them to it. 
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Toby, Harley, Bella, Brenda, 
Penny, Norman, Lucy,  

(1st row) 
Misty, Gypsy & Pepper Ann 

(2nd row) 

Beau & Athena 

Raphael 

Brenda & Promise at Premier 2008 
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“Gabi” x “Bam Bam”  
Babies 

3 girls and 1 boy at almost 8 weeks old�
�

Tony is the black boy on the left and Abby is 
the black girl.  Their markings are almost 
identical. The tiny girl is Ziva with the pure 
white chest.  The other apricot girl is Jenny.  
Ziva weighs 1 lb less than the others who 
weigh in at 2 lbs and 13 oz.  

 
 

 
 

 
Each has it's own personality, for sure.  
I know the cry-babies that want attention all the 
time, who is the most aggressive and  
who is the most laid back. Ziva may be tiny  
but she takes nothing from the others.  
She is my little sweet heart.  
�
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“Fanci” x “Rumor”  

Babies 
 

First day outside at 5 weeks 
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Litter News cont…….. 
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“GG” and “Rumor” have 8 babies!!!!!  
 

3 parti girls, 2 parti boys, cream boy, blue boy, 
blue/silver girl. 
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Belle Benet Parti at the River  
X 

UKC CH Sandpiper Benet J P Morgan  
owned by Janice Bennett  
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AKC SHOWS……..Performance 
 

from Irma Shanahan 
 

We showed at Wilmington Kennel Club’s obedience trials and Chase earned his 9th 
UDX leg with nice scores of 190 in Utility and 193.5 in Open. We also showed  but did 
not qualify in Utility, so the only thing we got were OM points for his Open score, 
which was a pretty darned good 195.5. One more leg to go! 
 

Update from Irma and Chase…… 
 

“JC Pioneer Shadow Chaser earned his AKC UDX title 
on June 20, at Dauphin DTC with scores of 195 in Utility 
and 194 in Open. Chase is the first standard Parti-poodle 
to have ever attained this level. Only two other multi-
colored poodles of other varieties have gone farther; they 
are Maggie Pierce’s “Sadie” (miniature silver & white 
parti) and Tatania Niagro’s “Rainbow” (toy phantom).  
 

The AKC UDX title is earned by qualifying 10 times in 
both Open B and Utility B at the same trial. Last year 
only 18 poodles of all varieties earned their first UDX 
title.”  

                               Photo taken by…….Terry Rowe 
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News from Australia 
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Just sharing a couple of photos of Comfort - yesterday was her last day in Puppy Class 
and she went Puppy In Group. She now has a bare booty and has scrubbed up rather 
nice for a 11.5 month old bitch. Shaved photo was taken today at the shop, so not all 
done up for show - lol  
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News from Canada 
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We attended the Poodle Club of Canada All breed rally trial held in conjunction with 
Swanea Obedience clubs trials.  
 
Rumor now has his CKC Rally Excellent title 
Paisley now has her CKC Rally Advanced title  
Jules now has his CKC rally Excellent title  
Dory who is just 10 mths old now has 2 legs towards his CKC Rally Novice title-we 
are hopeing that he finishes next sat at the PCC SPECIALTY Rally trial !!! 
����
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Dory (only 11mths old ) now has his CKC rally-novice title and one leg for his Pre-
novice OB.  
Paisley has her 1st leg of her rally EX.  
Loca has her CGN.  
Mercedes unfortunately didn’t qualify in novice Ob but did darn well for the first time 
in the ring. 
Jules and Ru both got extra legs for their Rally EX  
 
Little miss Paisley took the Bred by Bitch class and Reserve Winners Bitch PLUS went 
on to take BEST BRED BY EXHIBITOR in Specialty !!! No points mind you but still 
a really nice thing to win at a specialty .  
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UKC news�
from Patty Reid of Monet Poodles  

 
Prodigy's Freedom Of Speech aka Reagan 

 

 went BOB in the URC Specialty Show  
held in conjunction with Premier 

In Kalamazoo, MI.  

******************************************* 
 
from Janice Bennett of Benet Poodles�
 

Announcing a new Champion…... 
UKC CH Sandpiper Benet J P Morgan.  

He finished in Perry, Ga.  
�
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 from Jacqui Mcleay 
 
 

“Kingston” 
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from Sara Bingham of  England’s 
Tisane Poodles……. 
�

 
We have a new member of the family. He is called Bertie and is a miniature, not that 
he thinks so. Lol. He is a fabulous fun loving little fellow who I hope to do agility 
with later. Bertie is my mothers dog and she is so thrilled with and he does gives us so 
many laughs, he is a such a character. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*************************************************** *********** 
 
from Sara Gessner  
JC Pioneer Poodles & Y Not Toys and Miniatures 
 

 
 
 

Introducing Ivan   
 

Ivan is growing up to be quite the 
handsome guy.  
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HEATHER WELLS…..”TASHA” JC PIONEERS AYLA 
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Article continued in the Parti Line….Volume 3…..Issue 7…..July 2009 
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Summer Fun …….during June 

 
Now that warm weather is here…... that means you and your dog will likely 
be spending more time outside. Add to that Daylight Saving Time  which 
allows more time for leisure and after the short winter days it is great to find 
ways to enjoy the extra hours of daylight.   
Have you considered taking your poodle and having fun together?   
 
We've compiled some ideas to help you and your poodles get in on some 
safe summer fun.  
 
1. Buy a plastic kiddie pool for your poodles to cool off in, or let them enjoy a 

day swimming at a pool, lake, river or the beach. 
 

2. Hang out at dog-friendly locations near your home or bring your poodle 
along for a family vacation. 
 

3. Take your poodle hiking, biking or atving on a nearby wooded trail.  
 
4. Take your poodle camping at pet-friendly campgrounds. 
 
5.  Visit a local dog park for some doggy socializing. 
 
6. Choose a trainer so your poodle can brush up on his etiquette or try some 

NEW activity with your poodle.  
 

7. Take your poodle along when boating or kayaking. 
 
It's best for you, your community and your dog to keep your pet un-
der control at all times. Whatever summer time activity you choose 
also be sure that your poodle has access to clean, cold water at all 
times—dogs can overheat quickly! 
 
Now get out there, and enjoy the season! 
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Summer Fun with MCPCA members……. 
 

from Becky Baxter 
 

Anutta Standard Poodles 
 

“These were taken a couple weeks ago 
on our mini vacation to Mustang Island 
State Park, off the gulf coast of Texas. 
We camped for 4 days and had a great 
time. Photos are of Merlot (Marquis 
Anutta Fine Wine CD, NA, NAJ, CGC, 
TDI, SAR dog retired).  
 

Merlot is 10 years old and my first Standard Poodle. All three of my Standards 
came with us, but I decided Merlot deserved the solo photo opt with just him 
and me enjoying the sunset at the beach while dad stayed in the RV watching 
the twins and Ruffy and Flash.   
 

Here is Merlot on the beach. Almost no light at this point but thankfully a bird 
was 10 feet away giving Merlot something to focus on while I worked the cam-
era to get a decent photo. Sun setting over the dunes, Merlot watching the Sea 
Gulls as I snap some photos.” 
 

Becky has many uses for a Flexi Leash: Makeshift Clothes Line. It 
worked really well when she was camping at the beach . 
 

 

*************************************************** ********************* 
from Candace Sullivan 
 
UKC CH Highview He Frolics With Waves (Cream/Sable) 
 
Neptune in his natural habitat :-)  
 
He's an excellent boat dog and a popular ambassador for the 
breed, cruising around the North Carolina coast.  
His friendly and often silly personality have won him many 
friends. 
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Summer Fun…...Swimming Activities for your Poodle 
A cool dip in the swimming pool on a hot summer day is definitely a refreshing pleasure. There’s nothing more relaxing 
and fun for humans and dogs alike than a splash in the water when temperatures soar. But while water activities can be fun, 
we must remember water safety to prevent accidents. 

Teaching Your Poodle to Swim 

· Some poodles and other water dog breeds love the water and seem to have an instinct for swimming. However 
many dogs, such as Bassets and Pugs, don’t swim very well. In fact, some dogs hate the water. If your dog is one 
of these, respect his feelings.  

· Never toss your poodle into water. Start slowly in shallow depths and coax him or her in with toys or treats. Don’t 
allow them to get in deeper than they can handle. Sometimes a dog will follow the example of a dog who loves to 
swim.  

· Be aware that puppies may panic in water. 

 

 

Swimming Pool Safety 

· Pools should be fenced, including a gate that automatically closes and latches.  
· It is a good idea for pools to have an alarm system that will alert when the surface of the water is broken.  
· Pools should have an escape ramp so that a child or animal can climb out to safety.  
· Your poodle can wear an alarm system that attaches to the collar and alerts when submerged in water.  
· Never allow your poodle in the pool area unattended.  
· Do not allow your poodle to drink pool water as the chlorine can make him sick. It can also irritate his eyes.  
· Put a flotation device if needed on your poodle for swimming.  
· If the pool is not in use, make sure the cover is firmly in place to prevent your poodle from slipping under.  
· Watch out for algae scum in any body of water as it can be toxic for dogs.  
· Learn pet first-aid and CPR. It could save your poodle’s life in an emergency. 
  

Beach Tips 

· Put a flotation device on your poodle….. if possible….. when swimming or boating 
· Limit your poodle’s time in direct sun. Heatstroke and sunburn can be a risk. Apply sunscreen to your dog’s nose 

and ears, if possible.  
· Make sure your poodle has plenty of fresh water to drink. Do not allow him to drink sea water because the salt can 

make him sick.  
· While beachcombing, check your poodle’s feet for irritation from the hot sand.                                           
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Swimming Activities for your Poodle con’t…………... 
 

· Teach your dog to come on command, even in water. This may prevent him from drifting too far.  
 

· Don’t allow your dog to become overly tired in the water. Remember that older 
dogs do not have the agility and endurance they once had. 

  

· Be aware of strong tides and undercurrents that can pull your dog out to sea 
quickly.  

 

· Be very cautious of unfamiliar rivers or lakes.  
 

· Be aware of sea lice and jellyfish that can harm your dog. Sea lice can cause 
itchy red bumps on dogs. 
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Planning to do some ATVing this summer? Your poodle can ride along.  ATVs 
have become synonymous with enjoying the outdoors. You will rest assured 
knowing your pet is with you and enjoying the ride for hunting, camping or just 
recreational ATV rides down your favorite path. Your ATV lets you move off 
the beaten path and into the heart of the natural beauty of the desert, mountains, 
forest or shore.  
 
Encountering wildlife is one of the fun surprises involved with trail riding on 
your ATV. Observation is the keyword -- keep your distance and respect any 
animals you meet. If animals feel threatened, they may relocate, taking away 
from the experience for future riders.  Some areas are more fragile than others 
and simply can't handle the effect of regular ATV riding. Only ride on trails 
marked for ATV use. 
 
Before you pack your things and head to the area that you will be riding in, it is 
recommended that you first learn about the area. Find out from the respective pub-
lic land manager or the privately owned property owner to see if there are any spe-
cial rules or regulations and most importantly, get their permission to ride there. It 
will be of great help to you if you could get maps of the area from them as well. Do 
remember to stay on the trails if they are provided – do not try to be over adventur-
ous. 
 

When you are through riding in any area, always remember to leave the place the 
way it was when you first arrived, or better yet, leave the place cleaner than it 
originally was. Bring your own plastic trash bag to keep all your garbage and do 
not leave the bag behind. If you remember these things….you can be sure 
that you will be more than welcome to ride in the same area again. 
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����� Summertime Activities for Poodles - Riding the Mule  
 

Article and photos contributed by……. 
Author: Charlene Dunlap 
www.caninehorizons.com 
 

Blue skies, green woods, sultry air . . .  it’s a typical summer day in North  
Carolina.  With 16 hours of light, the days seem endless.  I, personally, would 
gladly hibernate in air-conditioned comfort throughout the entire summer.  How-
ever, as a good Poodle mom, I know that my two Standard Poodles Jyah and Syd-
ney need to be outside for a period of time each day.   
Vitamin D, you know.    
 

Although I dislike summer heat, there is one outdoor summer activity that I enjoy 
doing on a daily basis – riding in the Mule.  The Poodles and I love tooling along 
through the woods, feeling the breeze on our faces, listening to the birds singing, smelling the pine needles, seeing 
deer, squirrels, and tortoises.  We have all the benefits of an outdoor walk without ever breaking into a sweat or acquir-
ing tick passengers.    
 

Several years ago, my husband Glenn bought me a Kawasaki Mule, a small farm vehicle.  I had wanted something to 
ride around our property in which could also carry the dogs.  The Mule is about the size of a golf cart with the addition 
of a 3’ X 3’ dump bed, a space large enough for three Standard Poodles to fit in quite nicely.  (I’m sure this means we 
should get a third Standard Poodle.)   
 

In the 200 wooded acres behind our house, Glenn made several roads that are laid out in big, meandering loops.  It 
takes about 25 minutes to drive over all of the roads.  In autumn and winter, we and the dogs spend a lot of time out in 
the woods walking on these roads.  However, summer humidity brings out so many ticks that I’m surprised we don’t 
come across deer carcasses drained of all their blood.  This time of year, these woods are no place for a dog or human 
on foot!  Riding in the Mule gives us our own safe traveling place . . . . sort of like the bubble which guards the Pope in 
the Pope-mobile.      
 

One of the benefits of the Poodles riding in the back of the Mule is that they have acquired great balancing skills.  The 
Mule lurches and wobbles over bumpy roads as we careen around trees, go 
blithely up and down hills, and splash through puddles made by rain.   
 

They learn about nature too.  The other day on our trip, we found a box turtle 
bathing in a puddle in the middle of the road.  Upon seeing a large green monster 
bearing down on him, the turtle was understandably startled. I’m sure he had no 
idea what would happen next; that he would be unceremoniously hoisted up an 
incredible height to be examined by three very strange looking creatures.  As al-
ways when we come across a turtle, I picked him up to show Jyah and Sydney.  
The Poodles think male turtles are fun because they thrash their necks from side 
to side and flail their limbs in a running fashion as if they think they can walk 
away while hanging in mid-air.  The females immediately lock themselves inside 
their shells and won’t come out until the ordeal is over – I can only imagine what 
nightmares the sight of our leering faces must give them. How does one tell male 
and female turtles apart, you ask?  The females have dark-brown, soft eyes; the 
males have bright orange-brown, rather fierce-looking eyes. 
 

We saw our resident herd of deer today – we call them the “Girls’ Club” as mem-
bers are made up of does. They usually stand quietly browsing as we pass by.  (Our 
putting out corn and watermelon rinds for them may have something to do with 
this.)  Sometimes they see us and turn and flee as if their lives depended on it.  I’ve 
never figured out what we do different to cause this reaction.   
 

Each time we return from a Mule ride, I’m always in a lighter mood.  Because  
of the Poodles, I enjoy summer much more than I would otherwise.   
Poodles, as we all know, are very good for a person’s well-being.   
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Camping with your Poodle 

Summer’s  weather tempts most people to spend more time outdoors, and there’s no better way to do that than heading 
out for a weekend camping trip. The nice thing about a short outdoor vacation is that you can bring your dog along. Be-
fore you head out, you may want to double check that dogs are welcome at the camping location.  
 

Once you’ve decided where you’re going and you know that dogs are allowed , there are a few more things you should 
consider that will help ensure a successful camping vacation with your poodle. 
 

*Food and Water. Bring enough dog food and water for your poodle. It's highly recommended that you bring 
fresh drinking water from home with you. Many campgrounds use a well or spring as their main water supply, both 
of which tend to upset dogs' stomachs. You’ll want to bring his food bowls as well. If you plan on hiking, it may be 
a good idea to bring a collapsible bowl so your dog can re-hydrate while he’s on the trail too.  
*  Remember that wild animals (squirrels and chipmunks or, more importantly, bears,) will raid dog food just as 
they’ll raid human food.  Don’t forget to safely stow your dog’s food.  
 

*Poop Bag. Campers don’t want to step in a big pile of poop when they’re jogging around the lake, they don’t 
want to step in it on the trail or in a campground either. Make sure you remember to pack some plastic bags so you 
can pick up and dispose of your dog’s poop properly.  
 

*Long Leash.  Bring her regular leash for hiking and walking, but bring a much longer leash, cable or tether so 
that she can securely roam around the campsite and check things out, without you having to get up and find her 
every 10 minutes. It is never advisable to leave a dog unattended at a campsite. Not only is it dangerous for your 
pet, but it also poses a risk for other campers. Plan on spending all of your time with your companion 
 

*Sleeping with your Dog. A lot of people let their 
dog sleep in the tent with them. This is a simple so-
lution because you don’t have to worry about where 
your dog is and what he’s up to. Plus he’ll help keep 
you warm.   Tents can be confining and confusing to 
dogs. If you plan on having your poodle stay inside 
the tent with you (recommended), you'll need to in-
troduce he/she to it's sleeping quarters. Tent material 
can easily be damaged by your poodles nails.  If 
your tent is large enough you might want to consider 
bringing along a collapsible crate for your poodle to 
sleep.  It would be a good idea  to set up the tent in-
doors or in your backyard before going camping.  
Allow your poodle to sniff it out, and enter and exit 
at will. Place your poodle’s normal bedding inside the tent, and allow him to sleep or rest there for short periods of 
time. Praise your dog for entering his new space and don't be afraid to climb inside with him and zip the tent closed 
for short periods of time. A simple introduction is enough to familiarize most dogs. Where your dog sleeps really 
depends on your dog’s personality and your own experience of what works best for your dog. 
*  Be careful about leaving your dog outside to sleep by himself if there are dangerous wild animals (like bears) in 
the area. There are things out in the wild that your dog most likely has never been exposed to. Also be watchful of 
bugs and poisonous plants. 
 

*Other Animals . You should always inquire what other types of animals (domestic and wild) might be around 
when you’re camping. Keep in mind that there may also be other dogs at the campground where you are staying.  
As long as you know and are prepared for the other types of animals that your dog could encounter on her camping 
trip, you shouldn’t have a problem. If you have any questions about what animals are in a particular region or how 
to react if you encounter one, stop by the ranger’s station and ask.  

 
 

Camping with your poodle (or poodles) can be great fun for both owner and dog. Dogs discover new and interesting 
smells and sites at camp locations. For the you (campers), it can provide a relaxing and bonding experience for you and 
your poodle.  You will also discover new characteristics in your poodle when you are camping with them; they tend to 
walk a little faster, open their eyes a little wider, and raise their heads a little more high when we're out in the wilds.   
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MCPCA members and their poodles find ways to Beat the Heat and have some fun in 
the process……….. 

 

 from Michelle Golding of Sandpiper poodles 
 

These pictures are all taken on our river front land. We had a picnic & the dogs had a blast !  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From Maggie Laney of Highfalutin Poodles 

 
 

 

�
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Here is a picnic in the mountains Roxie, Maggie and Randy (Hannah and 
Tucker were playing.  Roxie, Hannah and Tucker relaxing at one of the high 
Sierra lakes 
Last but not least Dah, Soda and Ivy catching some cool air in the hallway 
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MCPCA members and their poodles find ways to Beat the Heat and have some fun in 
the process……….. 

 

from Maryann Beauchene 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
From Sara Gessner of JC Pioneer Poodles 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
from Gina & Lina Wainiola of Rivers Edge/Mozaic Poodles 
 

�
                                    Angelique takes a break in the shade 
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Ivan chasing water from the hose 

Remy & 
Buddy in the 

Garden 
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Avoiding Heat Related Injuries in Dogs by Nate Baxter DVM  
 
 

The first thing that needs to be understood is that dogs and people are different enough that most of the info cannot 
cross lines. I do not profess to know what the appropriate procedures for people other than what I learned in first aid. 
Dogs do not lose enough electrolytes thru exercise to make a difference, but if the dog gets truly into heat stroke the 
physiology changes will make them necessary. BUT oral replacement at that point is futile; they need IV and lots of it. 
 

Cooling: Evaporative cooling is the most efficient mean of cooling. However, in a muggy environment, the moisture 
will not evaporate so cooling does not happen well. I cool with the coldest water I can find and will use ice depending 
on the situation. The best way is to run water over the dog, so there is always fresh water in contact. When you  
immerse a dog in a tub, the water trapped in the hair coat will get warm next to the dog, and act as an insulator against 
the cool water and cooling stops. If you can run water over the dog and place it in front of a fan that is the best. Misting 
the dog with water will only help if you are in a dry environment or in front of a fan. Just getting the dog wet is not the 
point, you want the water to be cool itself, or to evaporate.  
 
For MOST situations all you will need to do is get the dog in a cooler environment, i.e. shade, or in the cab of the truck 
with the air conditioning on (driving around so the truck does not overheat and the AC is more efficient). Up to a cou-
ple of years ago, I was very concerned about my dogs getting too hot in the back of my black pickup with a black cap. 
New white truck fixed a lot of that problem. When I had one dog I just pulled the wire crate out of the car and put it in 
some shade and hopefully a breeze. But having 2 dogs and running from one stake to another that was not feasible. So I 
built a platform to put the wire crates on, this raises the dog up in the truck box where the air flow is better. Then I 
placed a 3 speed box fan in front blowing on the dogs with a foot of space to allow better airflow. I purchased a power 
inverter that connects to the battery and allows the 3 speed fan to run from the truck power. It has an automatic feature 
that prevents it from draining the battery. When I turned that fan on medium I would find that the dogs where asleep, 
breathing slowly and appeared very relaxed and comfortable in a matter of 20 minutes or less, even on very hot muggy 
days.  
 

Alcohol: I do carry it for emergencies. It is very effective at cooling due to the rapid evaporation. It should be used 
when other methods are not working. You should be on your way to the veterinarian before you get to this point. We 
recommend using rubbing alcohol, which is isopropyl alcohol, not ethyl, for those of you not aware. So do not try to 
drink it. Alcohol should be used on the pads and lower feet area where there is little more than skin and blood vessels 
over the bones. Use a little bit and let it evaporate, you can use too much as some is absorbed through the skin. There 
are concerns about toxicity, but you have to get the temperature down. 
 

UPDATE NOTE-alcohol has fallen out of favor with ER specialists, use it only as a last ditch effort if nothing else 
works. I purchased those cooling pads, but found that the dogs would not lay on them. I would hold them on the back 
of a dog that just worked to get a quick cool, but have not use them for years. I also bought a pair of battery operated 
fans but found them pretty useless. Spend your money on the power inverter and get a real fan.  
 

Watching temperature: If you feel your dog is in danger of heat injury, check its temp and write it down. Keep 
checking the temp every 3 minutes. I recommend getting a "rectal glass thermometer. The digital ones for the drug 
store I have found to be very unreliable, Don't forget to shake it down completely each time, sounds silly, but when are 
worried about your companion, things tend to get mixed up.  
 

 
 
 

 article continued on next page……………………….  
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MCPCA 
The Multi-Colored 
Poodle Club of America 
 
President: 
Gloria Ogdahl 
gogdahl@verizon.net 
 
Vice President: 
Claudia Pendlay 
cpendlay@charter.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Maryann Beauchene 
pbeachene@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
Correspondence Secretary: 
Candace Sullivan 
candace_poodle@hotmail.com 
 
 
For membership information 
and an application to join, 
please contact 
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This is VERY IMPORTANT * once the temperature STARTS to drop, STOP ALL  
COOLING   EFFORTS. The cooling process will continue even though you have 
stopped. If the temp starts at 106.5, and then next time it drops to 105.5, stop cooling the 
dog, dry it off, and continue monitoring. You will be amazed how it continues to go 
down. If you do not stop until the temp is 102, the temp will drop way too low. I cannot 
emphasis this point enough. 
 
 When the dog is so heated that it is panting severely, only let it have a few laps of water. 
Water in the stomach does not cool the dog; you just need to keep the mouth wet so the 
panting is more effective. Do not worry about hydration until the temp has started down. 
A dog panting heavily taking in large amounts of water is a risk of bloat. Due to the 
heavy panting they will swallow air, mixed with a large amount of water they can bloat. 
Once the temp is going down and panting has slowed to more normal panting then allow 
water. The dog will re-hydrate it self after temp is normal. If the dog has a serious prob-
lem and even though you have gotten the temp normal, get the dog to a vet, as it can still 
need IV fluids and some medication. Also, a case of heat stroke can induce a case of 
hemorrhagic gastroenteritis (not Parvo), with a ton of very bloody diarrhea and a lot of 
fluid and electrolyte loss. These cases need aggressive treatment.  
 
The best method of treatment is prevention. Learn to watch your dog, and see the 
changes in the size of the tongue, and how quickly it goes down. Learn your dogs’ re-
sponse to the different environments, and be careful when you head south for an early 
season hunt test or trial. I have been to Nashville at the end of May, only 5 hours away, 
but the difference in temp and humidity did affect the dogs as they were used to more 
spring weather in Ohio. Try different things in training to help keep the dog cool and 
learn what works better. Another very important point=> Do not swim your hot dog to 
cool it then put in put in a box/tight crate. Remember, evaporation can not take place in a 
tight space, and the box will turn into a sauna and you will cook your dog. Carry a stake 
out chain, and let the dog cool and dry before putting it up. I know this is a bit long, but 
hopefully this is easy to understand and helps provide some useful information.  
�

Remember: Prevention, learn your dog. It is worth the time and effort. 
 
Nate Baxter, DVM Lebanon, OH blacklab@iac.net 
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